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Chennai, Feb 1:
Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi is set to visit 
Chennai on February 14 
to inaugurate a host of 
events, including opening 
Metro Rail services from 
Washermenpet to Wimco 
Nagar.
Chennai: �Apart from 

the Metro Rail servic-
es, Prime Minister will 
also inaugurate Cauvery-
Gunnar river interlinking 
project. He will also par-

ticipate in a party meeting 
where he is set to meet 
the Tamil Nadu BJP lead-
ers to discuss the party 
strategy in the upcoming 
state Assembly election,� 
said a source in the state 
BJP unit.
Chief Minister Edap-

padi K Palaniswami had 
recently visited Delhi to 
invite Modi to inaugurate 
the Metro Rail services 
and a host of other gov-
ernment projects. Party 

sources also said that 
the Prime Minister might 
address a public meet-
ing and will be involved 
in election campaigning 
during his visit but the 
number of days of his 
visit has not yet been 
confirmed. �Seat sharing 
between the AIADMK 
and BJP is also expected 
to be finalised during the 
PM�s visit,� the source 
added.

Modi to inaugurate 
Metro Rail service, other 
projects in TN on Feb 14

Chennai, Feb 1:

Chief minister Edappadi 

K Palaniswami has an-

nounced a relief of Rs 3 

lakh each to the families 

of 17 people, who died 

due to unnatural causes 

recently. This includes kin 

of 15 people, who died 

of electrocution and two, 

who died of snake bite. 

A solatium of Rs 51 lakh 

will be disbursed from 

the chief minister�s public 

relief fund.

Palaniswami also an-

nounced solatium of Rs. 1 

lakh each to the families 

of 24 persons died in 

various incidents.

R Silambarasan of Usi-

lampatti in Madurai dis-

trict and P Kaliappan 

of Kavundipalayam in 

Namakkal district were 

electrocuted while re-

pairing an electric post; 

the others include Deva-

sagayam of Nallaperum-

alpatti in Madurai, P 

Pechiammal of Melakal 

in Madurai, L Agniveeran 

of Ammapatti in Madurai, 

Senthil of Saruguvalaya-

patti in Madurai, P Muru-

gan of Thotanampatti in 

Madurai, K Shankar of 

Vadanerkundram in Vil-

lupuram district, M Sami-

nathan of Medavakkam in 

Chengalpattu district, P 

Manikandan of Anniman-

galam in Ariyalur district, 

Alagarsamy of Paamboor 

in Ramanathapuram dis-

trict, S Kishore of Ahda-

vathur village in Trichy 

district, P Manoharan of 

Pallur in Ranipet district, 

P Murugaraj of Kaatuvilai 

in Kanyakumari and A 

Anthonyammal of Veer-

attakaram in Kallakurichi 

district.

The victims, who died 

of snake bite are S Goku-

lan from Kakaveri in 

Namakkal district and K 

Monisha of Periyachemur 

in Erode district.

Tirupur Jagannathan, 

Udumalpet Sanjai and 

Akash, Tenkasi Dhana-

CM announces solatium to kin 
of 41 killed in various incidents

Chennai, Feb 1:
The annual Chennai Book Fair will be held from 

February 24 until March 9 at the YMCA grounds.
According to members of the Book Sellers� and 

Publishers� Association of South India (BAPASI), �The 
fair will go on from 11 am until 8pm. Confirming 
the announcement, K Nagarajan, Vice President of 
BAPASI said, �We will ensure all Covid protocols 
are in place including creating wider pathways. Other 
than that, everything including the ticket system will 
be the same.�

Book fair from 
February 24 at YMCA

Madurai, Feb 1:
Chief Minister Edappa-

di K Palaniswami assured 
that a welfare board 
would be formed for 
uplifting Valayar com-
munity. 
Addressing Valayar 

Vazhvurimai conference, 
organised by Veera Muth-
araiyar Munnetra Sangam 
here on Sunday, drew 
historical references and 
lauded the community 
for their contribution to 
Sangam literature.
He said that the kings 

from the community were 
renowned philanthropists. 
�People from the commu-
nity have taken farming 
as a major occupation. 
Being a farmer myself, 
I am proud of them 
and can relate with their 
needs,� he said. 
He noted that as an-

nounced in the Assem-
bly, the foundation stone 
for the memorial of 
Perumbidugu Muthara-
iyar was laid by him in 
Tiruchy. He recalled that 
former Chief Minister J 
Jayalalithaa had brought 
various farmer- friendly 
schemes and that she 
took up legal fights and 
succeeded in Cauvery 
and Mullaiperiyar issues.
�She had implemented 

rainwater harvesting to 
augment the groundwa-
ter table, which is the 
primary source of water 
for farming. In the same 
lines, the �Amma govern-
ment� led by me, has 
implemented Kudima-
ramathu scheme across 

Edappadi promises welfare board 
to uplift Valayar community

Chennai, Feb 1:  
Inspector Kavitha of 

Chennai Korukkuppet 
has launched a new 
initiative to train school 
children in skills devel-
opment including paint-
ing, bharatanatyam and 
boxing.   
Since the beginning of 

Lockdown in Chennai in 
March last year, school 
students have been at-
tending online classes 
from home. On the 
orders of Police Com-
missioner Maheshkumar 
Agarwal, the police are 
trying to improve the 
performance of school 
children living in slums 

Inspector Kavitha launches skill development training for Korukkupet students

Chennai, Feb 1:
Classes for students of 

all colleges, universities 
and those studying ninth 
and eleventh grades in 
schools would commence 
from February 8, Chief 
Minister K Palaniswami 
announced.
While classes for stu-

dents of 10 and 12 started 
from January 19 and hos-
tel facilities for them also 
opened this month, the 
government said classes 
for ninth and eleventh 
grades would start from 
February 8.
Hostel facilities for stu-

dents of colleges, varsi-
ties and those in schools 
shall also open.
The classes for college 

and university students 
covered undergraduate, 
postgraduate and diploma 
courses in all streams 
including arts, science, 
engineering, agriculture 
and fisheries.
Extends lockdown
As regards religious, 

political, social, cultural, 
entertainment and educa-
tional events, 50 per cent 
capacity or a maximum 

of 600 people would be 
allowed in indoor audi-
toriums from February 1, 
he said.
For games including 

cricket, 50 per cent oc-
cupancy is allowed in 
stadiums, he said.
Chennai is all set to 

host two test matches 
against England beginning 
February 5. Authorities 
have already announced 
that spectators would 
not be allowed for the 
first test.
F rom February 1 , 

Palaniswami said 100 
per cent occupancy shall 
be allowed in all types 
of movie theatres includ-
ing single screens and 
multiplexes, he said in 
an official release an-
nouncing fresh relaxations 
from curbs, initiated to 
help prevent the spread 
of COVID-19.
Swimming pools, ex-

hibition halls, grievance 
redressal day events 
in districts, a ritual of 
��Theerthamaduthal�� in 
the temple town of Ra-
meswaram are all allowed 
and petrol stations that 

were allowed to operate 
only till 10 pm could 
function without any 
restriction.
For events in open 

grounds too, the present 
norm of a maximum 50 
per cent capacity shall 
continue.
Guidelines and Standard 

Operating Procedures is-
sued by the government 
for preventing the spread 
of COVID-19 would 
apply, Palaniswami said 
and appealed to people 
to follow social distanc-
ing, wear masks and 
wash hands with soap 
and water.
The Tamil Nadu gov-

ernment had on January 8 
cancelled its order permit-
ting 100 per cent occu-
pancy in cinema theatres 
citing an advisory from 
the Centre and a petition 
in the Madras High Court 
for revoking its decision.
The government had on 

January 4 permitted full 
capacity in cinemas ahead 
of the release of actor 
Vijay starrer ��Master�� 
on January 13 on the eve 
of ��Pongal�� festival.

Classes for students of colleges, 
classes 9 and 11 to commence

 in TN from Feb 8

CM extends lockdown with 
relaxations till Feb 28

Govt committed to farmers� welfare, lists 
water management schemes

the State. Further, the 
Cauvery Delta region has 
also been declared a Pro-
tected Special Agriculture 
Zone,� he said.
Chief Minister said 

the AIADMK-led gov-
ernment in Tamil Nadu 
would be supportive to 
the Mutharaiyar commu-

nity, who largely rely on 
agriculture. Farmers toil 
under sun, work hard on 
soil and hence they need 
to be praised. The state 
government is committed 
to safeguard the interest 
of farmers.
In the best interest of 

the farming community, 
former chief minister 
and AIADMK supremo 
J Jayalalithaa introduced 
rainwater harvesting sys-
tem and the same govern-
ment launched �kudimara-
mathu� scheme to ensure 
that no single drop of 
rainwater gets wasted. He 
also recalled Jayalalithaa�s 
efforts in retrieving the 
rights of Tamil Nadu 
on issues concerning 
Cauvery River water and 
Mullaperiyar dam.

Meanwhile, the Chief 
Minister also ensured 
that statues of �Perasar� 
Perumbidigu Muthara-
iyar, a king who ruled 
Tiruchy and Thanjavur 
region in the days of 
yore, would be installed 
at two locations, includ-
ing Valayarkulam and 
Anaiyur in Madurai.
In June last, foundation 

stone was laid for build-
ing manimandapam for 
Perumbidigu Mutharaiyar, 
he recalled during the 
meeting.
Rejuvenatation of 
Cauvery
The Chief Minister 

said that to rehabilitate 
and rejuvenate Cauvery 
river, �Nadanthai Vaazhi 
Cauvery� project to the 
tune of Rs  10,700 has 

been undertaken by the 

�Amma government�. 

�Works are underway 

for Godavari-Cauveri 

river linking project. �If 

water is diverted from 

Cauvery to Gundar, dis-

tricts including Tiruchy, 

Pudukkottai, Sivaganga, 

Virudhunagar and Ram-

anathapuram would flour-

ish. 

As part of the first phase 

of the plan, Rs.6,800-

croreworth works have 

been commenced. Further, 

Kallanai canal, which has 

not been rejuvenated in 

a long time, would be 

renovated at a cost of 

Rs  2,700 crore soon,� 

he said.

L.Murugal, President, BJP Tamil Nadu unit paid a courtesy call on Chief Min-
ister Edappadi Palaniswami in Madurai.  

in Chennai. Accordingly, 
painting competitions 
and essay competitions 
were conducted online 
and prizes were awarded 

to them. 
They were also 

given corona aware-
ness. Following this, 
Law and order inspec-

tor Kavitha has made a 
new attempt to develop 
this review for school 
children and students at 
the Korukkupet police 
station in the Washer-
menpet police district of                          
Chennai.  
Accordingly, he has 

taken action to keep 
the poor school stu-
dents living around 
the Korukkupet police 
station to develop their 
individuality. On the 
orders of Commissioner 
Maheshkumar Agarwal, 
Additional Commission-
er Arun, Joint Commis-
sioner Balakrishnan and 
Washermenpet Deputy 

Commissioner Subbu-
latsi are supervising the 
work.  
�The training is be-

ing imparted to poor 
students living in slums 
in areas including 
Ranganathan Street and 
Thirunavukarasu Es-
tate in the Korukkupet 
area. Students from 1st 
class to 12th class are 
invited to participate. 
A separate place has 
been allotted for this at 
the Korukkupet police 
station. 
Every day while 

patrolling the Koruk-
kupettai areas, we meet 
the public and parents 

who live there and tell 

them about it in person. 

Painting experts are 

called in to teach paint-

ing and it is taught to 

children. 

Not only that, it has 

been arranged to teach 

children English flu-

ently and to teach 

Bharatanatyam. 

The school has also 

been advised to teach 

martial arts like box-

ing and karate to the 

students, �said Inspector 

Kavitha.  

pal, Kanyakumari Agis, 
Sagaya Suresh, Chennai 
Philipkumar, Manikandan, 
Tamilselvan, Namakkal 
Diyanesh, Santhosku-
mar, Nagai Vijaykumar, 
Sivagangai Chandrasekar, 
Kallakurichi Madhan, 
Yogesh, Sameera, Vil-
lupuram Bharathkumar, 
Tiruchi Yashwant, Cud-

dalore Maari, Ranipet 
Jagan, Abinaya, Tiruvan-
namalai Sneha, Nilgiris 
Ganesh,  died by drown-
ing andTiruvannamalai 
Settu died by bee bite.
Palaniswami also an-

nounced solatium of Rs. 
1 lakh each to the fami-
lies of 24 persons died 
in various incidents.
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